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Welcome to the-65 Managed Lane Project PubRdvate Partnership Public Hearing
hosted by the lllinois Department of Transportation. We will share our vision for the |
55 corridor and discuss the delivery of th89 Managed Lane Project.
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improve travel time reliability along theS5 corridor using the managed lane

concept. This includes an overview of the corridor, examples of successful managed

lanes projects in other states, a look at the selected alternative, and our proposed
approach to delivering this project as a pubdldNA @1 G S LI NIy SNB KAL) 0 ;
t N2 2 S Giertd@oalg. Sihaly] we will provide you with options to share your

opinions.
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The 155 highway is a critical corridor in the Chicago metropolitan area. It connects
three counties, Will, DuPage, and suburban Cook counties to downtown Chicago,
providing a critical transportation network to 16 communities.

The 155 Project extends 25 miles fror355 in the southwestern portion of the

Chicago metropolitan area te9i0/94 (the Dan Ryan Expressway) in Chicago. As a
ONHzOA I f O2YLRYSyld 2F GKS | NBIimadesiajark ¢ | &
system interchanges with355, 1294, and 490/94.

This segment serves key regional and national economic generators such as the

Chicago Central Business District, Midway Airport, and a major UPS distribution

facility. It also serves other major industrial centers up and down the corridor,
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key commercial intermodal centers that are critical to the movement of goods in and

out of the Midwest.



Why Managed Lanes?

Goal is fluid and reliable travel

140,000 to 180,000 vehicles per day

10 hours per day of congestion

Volume expected to increase
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The goal is to create fluid and reliable travel in this corridor to support economic
activity and mobility in the Chicago area. Unfortunately, this has not been the
experience of regular travelers along the corridor. With current traffic flows of
approximately 140,000 to 180,000 vehicles per day on average, congestion is
observed at an average of 10 hours per day. Engineering studies on this segment
forecast traffic flows further increasing in the decades ahead, which will increase
congestion.

In order to give travelers a transit option, Pace Bus provides Bus on Shoulder Service
throughout the 25 miles of the corridor.



Managed Lanes

Completed engineering and environmental studies

The best option to alleviate corridor congestion was adding
managed lanes within existing median

Alternative to building new highways _s”s -

Improve congestion with less
environmental impact
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IDOT completed preliminary engineering and environmental studies for the corridor
according to federal guidelines to identify a preferred solution to limit congestion.

The best option to alleviate congestion in the area is to add managed lanes within the
existing 155 median.

Managed lanes provide an alternative to building new highways that are costly and
improve congestion with less environmental impact. Managed lanes are essentially
an expressway within an expressway designed to improve traffic flow with less
environmental impact.
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Managed lanes have been successfully implemented to address congestion
throughout the world and in the US since the rii190s.

The goal of managed lanes is to keep traffic fileeving, guaranteeing reliable trip

times for motorists who choose to use them and improving traffic in the adjacent
lanes. By using active traffic management strategies to control the number of vehicles
in a given lane, managed lanes will allow users to have more reliable and efficient

trips on the 155 highway.

IDOT believes that now is the time to introduce this approach to manage congestion
in Illinois due to increasing travel delays and growth along-te dorridor.



I-55 Selected Alternative

New mobility options New its
Toll Lanes

Construction of new express toll
lanes within existing I-55 median

3 Pace Bus allowed to use toll lanes Other Corrldor
Free Lanes Dynamic pricing congestion Improvements
. management - tolls increase -
Existing 3 general purpose lanes * and decrease based on levels of Pavement and structure widening

in each direction remain non-tolled “. congestion Bridge reconstruction

Drainage improvements
Noise walls
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The selected alternative for the Project provides users new mobility options
and other corridor improvements. The Project includes constructing new,
tolled managed lanes within the existing% median that motorists will share
with Pace Buses. This approach will also include dynamic pricing congestion
management that allows tolls to increase and decrease based on levels on
congestion.

The three general purpose lanes in each direction will remain as free non
tolled lanes.

Anticipated construction work for the selected alternative would include
pavement and structure widening, bridge reconstruction, drainage
improvements and noise walls.




Tolling is intended to be a key element of the Project. The new lanes would be

dedicated managed lanes available to all passenger vehicles in exchange for payment
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integrated regional approach to tolling.

IDOT believes that the35 Managed Lane Project empowers travelers with more
options. Users may continue to use three general purpose laneS®fdr free or

choose to ride in new, tolled lanes, which will be managed to provide a more reliable
travel time. Even if you choose not to use the managed lanes, the additional lanes
provide new capacity to the system overall and will reduce congestion for the entire
corridor.



